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This weekend,
December 4 and 5 marks

the second week of Advent.

Truth and Reconcilliation Commission commissioner Chief Wilton Littlechild is
one of the Indigenous delegates who will meet Pope Francis this month. Among
the bishops expected to be on the trip are Archbishop Richard Smith, Bishop
William McGrattan, and Archbishop Richard Gagnon. Story page 2. (Wikipedia photo)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John blesses the Advent wreath at the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception in Saint John on the first Sunday of Advent, November 28. Story page 8. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

SAINT JOHN — Cafe Hope re-opens in
Waterloo Village of Saint John. Story
page 9.
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New FreemanThe
Delegates to get unprecedented papal access
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Indigenous delegates to Rome will have at
least three hours of direct, face-to-face con-
versation with Pope Francis spread over four
days, topped off with their presence at an
hour-long general audience.

Long-time Vatican observer Michael
Higgins, principal of St. Mark’s College and
president of Corpus Christi College, both at
the University of British Columbia, is betting
the Indigenous delegates will get even more
time with the pope than the official schedule
allows.

“He tends to exceed the time limits allo-
cated,” Mr. Higgins said in an e-mail. “He
doesn’t disrupt the dynamic if he feels the
presence of the Spirit.”

When U.S. President Joe Biden’s recent meet-
ing with Pope Francis ran to 90 minutes it was
“considered very extraordinary,” he said.

“Many heads of state visiting with him have
short visits of 15 to 30 minutes,” noted Neil
MacCarthy, who is managing communica-
tions for the visit on behalf of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops. “Allocating
hour-long individual meetings with First Na-
tions, Métis and Inuit delegates, as well as a
final audience with all delegates, is a signifi-
cant commitment.”

To maximize the time spent in direct con-
versation with residential school survivors and
others, Indigenous delegations may present
Pope Francis with dossiers of information
before or after their meetings with him, Mr.
MacCarthy said.

“We must remember that the December
meetings will provide a foundation for the papal
visit to Canada,” he said.

Though unconfirmed by the Canadian Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops [CCCB], Radio
Canada’s Charles Le Bourgeois reports that
CCCB vice president and Calgary Bishop
William McGrattan, Winnipeg Archbishop
Richard Gagnon, Edmonton Archbishop Ri-
chard Smith and very likely Regina Arch-
bishop Don Bolen will be representing the
bishops on the trip. CCCB president Bishop
Raymond Poisson is also expected to attend.

The Assembly of First Nations [AFN] has
revealed that its portion of the delegation will
number 13 people, including former Truth
and Reconciliation (TRC) Commissioner
Chief Wilton Littlechild. Chief Littlechild was
the driving force behind Call to Action #58,
one of 94 Calls to Action issued in 2015 when
the TRC published its final report. Call to

Action #58 asked Pope Francis to apologize
on Canadian soil within one year of publica-
tion of the TRC final report.

In 2018, then CCCB president Bishop Lionel
Gendron released a letter to the Indigenous peo-
ple of Canada which claimed Pope Francis “could
not personally respond” to Call to Action #58,
even though “the Holy Father is aware of the
findings of the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission” and takes them “seriously.”

Chief Littlechild will be the official spokesper-
son for the AFN delegation meeting with Pope
Francis between 10 and 11 am Rome [5 am - 6
am Atlantic time] time December 20.

Other members of the AFN delegation in-
clude spiritual advisor and Anishinaabe elder
Fred Kelly, former AFN Grand Chief Phil
Fontaine and Northwest Territories executive
committee member Norman Yakeleya of the
Dene people.

Current AFN National Chief RoseAnne
Archibald has ruled out going to Rome with
the delegation.

The CCCB is waiting until all details are con-
firmed before it will reveal the complete ros-
ter of delegates, which it says will number
between 30 and 35 Indigenous representa-
tives. The CCCB will shoulder the costs for
the trip.

The Inuit delegation will be the first to meet
with Pope Francis on December 17, Pope
Francis’ 85th birthday, between 11 am and
noon [6 am - 7 am Atlantic time]. Métis del-
egates will meet with the Holy Father the next
day at 11 am [6 am Atlantic time].

Through seven days in Rome delegates will
have a thorough experience of the Eternal City,
including a visit to the Vatican Museum with
particular attention paid to the Vatican’s col-
lection of Indigenous art from around the
world in the Anima Mundi collection. Oppor-
tunities to visit the Basilicas of St. John Lateran
and St. Maria Maggiore in Rome and tour St.
Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City have been ar-
ranged.

The delegation will also be received by the
Canadian Embassy, hosted by Canada’s rep-
resentative to the Holy See, Charges d’Affaires
Paul Gibbard.

Father Tom Rosica, former Salt and Light
Media CEO who in the past has acted as a
Vatican spokesperson at synods and other
events, said the pope’s time commitment for
the delegation meetings is remarkable.

“The fact that the pope is granting that
amount of time at that moment in December
is extremely important. It’s not a small amount
of time,” Fr. Rosica said. §
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

ST. STEPHEN — Kay Mennie, a member
of St. Croix Parish in southwestern New
Brunswick, was inspired to initiate a unique
fundraiser in her parish.

“You know how much I love children, and
how very saddened I was when the story
broke regarding the beautiful indigenous chil-
dren,” the life-long teacher said.  “I wanted
to do something special in their memory.”

Ms. Mennie, an active community volun-
teer and skilled bargain hunter, happened upon
a good deal for teddy bears. Ever young at
heart, Ms. Mennie purchased 50 of these and
donated them to the parish.

“I donated them to our parish, then, with
the permission and blessing of our wonderful
pastor, Father Suresh [Savariraj, HGN], we
sold each teddy for $25 each.” Ms. Mennie
said that parishioners of both churches were
very generous, and the teddy bears sold
quickly. “In some cases, the parishioners gave

God’s nudge: St. Croix Parish raises funds for Indigenous Peoples;
Diocese announces its start to the Indigenous Fund

the $25 dollar donation but did not need the
teddy. Each teddy bear was sold in memory
of those indigenous children who weren’t
given the opportunity and joy of owning one
or being comforted by holding one.”

Raising nearly $2,000, this fundraiser
helped to connect parishioners with the chil-
dren lost tragically at residential schools.

“We can never bring those children back,
but we can continue to keep their memories
alive in our hearts forever,” Ms. Mennie said.
“Father Suresh is so committed to that cause.
These funds will be directed to the Indigenous
Fund established by our bishop.” (See below
this article).

Ms. Mennie prays that those who donated
will take seriously their call to solidarity.  I
hope that everyone who bought a teddy will
remember why they bought it and pray for
children everywhere,” she said. “I feel good
that I initiated that little project. I felt God’s
nudge.”

The Diocese of Saint John will be
kickstarting its Indigenous Fund with a spe-

cial collection on December 12, the Feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe and the National Day
for Prayer and Solidarity with Indigenous
Peoples.

The Indigenous Fund is in relation to the
$30 million fundraising goal announced by the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
[CCCB] to contribute towards healing and  rec-
onciliation initiatives with the Indigenous Peo-
ples of Canada. More details are to be made avail-
able  in next week’s issue of The New Freeman.

Bishop Riesbeck intends to resurrect the
Diocesan Indigenous Council and seek ad-
vice in the New Year (2022) for local initia-
tives. Graydon Nicholas, former governor
general of New Brunswick has been helpful
in advising the diocese in this. Donations to
this fund can be made either by cheque or e-
transfer by visiting the website,
dioceseofsaintjohn.org/donations.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com.§

Healing demands prayer, action
By CATHOLIC REGISTER STAFF

While the upcoming delegation of Indig-
enous leaders and Canadian bishops travel-
ling to Rome next month to meet the Pope in
Rome is an “important, outward and public
sign of a commitment to healing and recon-
ciliation,” Catholics must look inward to an-
swer the call to true healing, said Cardinal
Thomas Collins.

The answer to the call is with prayer and
meaningful action, said Cardinal Collins.

“We particularly are resolved to repent for
the lack of respect shown to the Indigenous
people of this land, made especially evident
in the residential schools,” the cardinal told
the virtual audience that tuned in for the
annual Cardinal’s Dinner November 23. The
theme for this year’s dinner was Our Jour-
ney Toward Healing and Reconciliation.

“We also should recognize and celebrate
the beauty, truth and goodness offered to
our whole community in the traditions and
history of the Indigenous people, and es-
pecially within the Catholic Church,” he said
in his remarks for the Dinner that was live-
streamed for the second straight year because
of the pandemic.

Indigenous elder Rosella Kinoshameg from
Manitoulin Island shared an opening prayer

at the Dinner to St. Kateri Tekakwitha, North
America’s first Indigenous saint, for the vir-
tual guests.

Cardinal Collins said it’s important to have
an understanding of the truth about residen-
tial schools, adding he’s heartened to “hear
from so many of the faithful who wish to be
directly engaged in this journey.”

Cardinal Collins, speaking from St. Ann’s
Parish in Toronto’s downtown core, home
of the archdiocese’s Native Peoples’ Mission,
read the September apology from the Cana-
dian Conference of Catholic Bishops for the
Church’s role in Canada’s residential schools
system and discussed the bishops’ $30-mil-
lion commitment to support Indigenous peo-
ple and communities on this reconciliation
journey. The Archdiocese of Toronto, along
with the Diocese of Saint John (article, this
page above) and most diocese across Canada,
have also established funds that are raising
monies toward the same goal.

“In planning to fulfill the Archdiocese of
Toronto’s share of this commitment, we are
consulting with diverse Indigenous voices to
help us discern how our financial support can
best meet the needs of Indigenous peoples
and groups, in our archdiocese and elsewhere
in Canada,” said Cardinal Collins.

“In addition to prayer and action, it is criti-

cal that we listen to Indigenous voices.”
He invited viewers — the event was broad-

cast on Salt + Light TV as well as live-
streamed on the archdiocese’s social media
feeds — to find their role in healing and rec-
onciliation.

“Whether it’s through prayer, self-educa-
tion, financial support or some other means,
I encourage you in your efforts,” said Cardi-
nal Collins.

The evening also saw a number of Indig-
enous and Catholic partners share their ex-
periences, wisdom and faith with viewers.
The cardinal thanked them — Graydon
Nicolas, former lieutenant governor of New
Brunswick, elder John Robinson, Maria
Lucas and Indigenous dancer Julia Kozak
— for helping the archdiocese on “our col-
lective journey of healing and reconcilia-
tion.”

The Cardinal’s Dinner, now in its 43rd
year, is an annual event begun by Cardinal
Gerald Emmett Carter that raises funds for
charities within the archdiocese and be-
yond. Over the years it has raised more than
$6 million. This year donors will be able to
target their donations, either to the arch-
diocese’s reconciliation fund or to another
charity. To donate, go to archtoronto.org/
cardinalsdinner.§
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Our Advent heritage of longing
A rainy day and a walk in the park.  Streams and rivulets of water

wind their way down the sides of the hill through culverts and under
bridges. The downhill flow in swollen brooks offers a roaring rush of
water and a view of nature in all its power. There is an inevitability in
this scene. The downward flow cannot be stopped. The water flows
downhill, seeking its end.  At the base, it lies in quiet, resting pools.

Our lives are a lot like this rushing water. From the very beginning
we seem to be in a search for something — happiness, contentment,
fulfillment, peace. We seek rest from the searching, yet our natural
state, like the water running downhill, is to seek and search.

Jewish and Christian scriptures offer us something called the “his-
tory of salvation”. In our bible the stories and other literature all are
part of this “history of salvation”. They tell of God and God’s part in
the human story, that story that is ever seeking contentment and peace.
Advent is particularly rich in the fulsome telling of the story of our
relationship with God and the part God plays in our human journey.
Through the course of this season we encounter a series of persons
and experiences that play a significant role in our faith story. They are
our faith heritage.

We meet the Old Testament prophet, Isaiah as he seeks to console
and reassure God’s people in the midst of their worries, trials and
threats. He offers us the image of our God as a loving parent, who
gave and continues to sustain and shape our life. In hope, we see that
we are the work of God’s hand.

We cross paths with John the Baptist as he announces that a won-
drous coming of God among us is happening. God whose hand has
shaped us is about to step into the life of humanity in a new way.
God’s voice will be heard bringing hope of a world renewed, building
a reign of God for all.

Finally, we encounter Mary. We discover the simple, loving and
very human way in which God reaches out to touch our humanity, in
the birth of a child.  Like every other child this birth brings hope, one
who seems so fragile yet who offers such promise. Mary is the hu-

man instrument of this wonder of
Emmanuel, God-with-us.

Every single human being has been
loved into life, shaped by a creator God
who continues to love us (Is.63:16-17; 64:1-8).  St. Paul recognized
that Jesus through the mother-love of Mary was born for us, that we
might know the loving gaze that God has for us all (1 Cor.1:3-9).
Both John the Baptist and then Jesus issue a clarion call to us:  “Be
awake, be aware”, “Prepare”. The fullness of God’s loving reign is
coming, being built among us even now. This is our heritage. All that
we see and hear in Advent/Christmas is the wonder of God’s love and
the sacredness of the humanity that God has loved into life.
Daniel O’Leary in an article in the British Catholic periodical, The
TABLET presented the words of a mother responding to her daugh-
ter’s question about her birth and baptism. The mother wrote to her
daughter:  I believed that you had come to me from the Father [God]
who had always known you.  To me you were well and truly His child,
baptised in my blood, in the pain and effort of giving birth to you and
in the wish and longing of my heart... This mother’s words speak for
Mary. They also speak for us in this Advent/ Christmas season. It is
what God through Mary has revealed to us in the longing of our
hearts.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Church can't just ignore new questions about meaning of life, pope says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The classical Christian understanding of what
it means to be human provides a clear affirmation of the sacredness
and uniqueness of human life, but to answer new questions posed by
modern culture and technology, dialogue and compassion are needed,
Pope Francis said.

"The specificity of the human being in the whole of creation, our
uniqueness vis-à-vis other animals, and even our relationship with
machines are being questioned. But we cannot confine ourselves just
to denial and criticism," the pope said in a video message in late-
November.

Pope Francis was speaking to members of the Pontifical Council
for Culture who were holding their general meeting online November
23 after two rounds of small group meetings to discuss the theme,
Rethinking Anthropology at a Time of Transition.

The discussions focused on the basic question, "What does it mean
to be human?" on the way Christians used the Bible and ancient Greek
philosophy to forge answers that held for centuries and on ways that
traditional understanding is being challenged today.

The best response the church can give, Pope Francis said, is not to
lash out at critics, but to enter into dialogue with them, trying to

understand the values they are aimimg to promote and always finding
new ways to explain "our presence in the world in the light of the humanist
tradition: as a servant of life and not its master (and) as a builder of the
common good with the values of solidarity and compassion."

For Christians, he said, a key component of being human is the
search for God, a part of humanism that was particularly challenged
in the 1960s.

Today other questions are gaining more attention, he said. Ques-
tions like "What does it mean today to be a man or a woman as
complementary persons called to relate to one another? What do the
words 'fatherhood' and 'motherhood' mean? And again, what is the
specific condition of the human being that makes us unique and un-
repeatable compared to machines and even other animal species? What
is our transcendent vocation? Where does our call to build social
relationships with others come from?"

Now as in the past, the pope said, "the sacred Scriptures offer us
the essential coordinates to outline an anthropology of the human
person in relation to God, in the complexity of the relations between
men and women, and in the nexus with the time and the space in
which we live."

Christian humanism embraced "a lofty vision of the human person, our
origin and ultimate destiny and our way of living on this earth," he said.

(continued on page 10)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Leaving Church
Why are so many people leaving their churches? There is no one

answer to that question. People are complex. Faith is complex. The
issues are complex.

Looking at the question, it can be helpful to distinguish among a
number of groups. The Nones, the Dones, the Spiritual-but-not-Re-
ligious, the Indifferent, the Angry, and the Marginalized. While there
is some overlap among these groups, each has its own set of issues
with the church.

The Nones are those who refuse to identify with any religion or
faith. Asked on a census form, what is your faith or religion? they
answer “none”. Theirs is an agnostic stance. They are not necessar-
ily atheistic or hostile to faith, religion, and the churches. Rather, it’s
that at this time in their lives they refuse to identify themselves with
any explicit faith or church. Some are humble about it, others arro-
gant; in the end, the stance is the same, an agnosticism about religion
and faith.

The Dones are those who, in their own words, are done with reli-
gion and often with explicit faith as well. Done with it! They can
consider themselves done for any number of reasons, from having
had a bad experience with religion growing up, to anger at the church,
to the intoxicating power of a culture that can seemingly offer itself
as a sufficient substitute for religion. They have been there, consid-
ered religion, and moved on.

The Spiritual-but-not-Religious are those who believe in the value
of spirituality but not of any church. They have chosen to pursue a
spiritual path outside of any ecclesial community, believing that (at
least for them) the spiritual journey is best done outside of organized
religion. There can be many reasons for this kind of attitude, not least
the overpowering ethos of individuality and personal freedom per-
vading our culture. In one’s faith journey today, people prefer to trust
only their own search and experience.

The Indifferent are just that, indifferent to religion (while perhaps
still nursing some faith). There can be a myriad of reasons why these
folks feel indifferent to religion and perhaps also to faith. Our culture,
for all its goodness, is also a powerful narcotic that can, for most of
the years of our lives, swallow us whole in terms of anaesthetising
our religious instincts and having us believe in what Charles Taylor
calls a self-sufficient humanism. For long periods of our lives, our
world can seem enough for us and while this is the case, indifference

to religion can be a real option.
The Angry are those who for reasons

they can name, no longer go church. Any
number of causes can be at play here —
clerical sexual abuse, the church’s treatment of women, racism, the
church’s failure to live out the gospels credibly, their own church’s
involvement or non-involvement in politics, a bad history with their
church, a bad pastor, or personal mistreatment in a pastoral situation.
Persons inside this group sometimes end up seeking a new ecclesial
home inside another denomination, but many just stay at home on a
Sunday morning.

The Marginalized are those who feel themselves outside the under-
standing, empathy, and spiritual scope of the churches. This includes
everyone from many inside the LGBTQ community, to the homeless
on our streets, to countless thousands who feel (consciously or un-
consciously) that the messiness of their lives somehow excludes them
from ecclesial community. They feel like outcasts to religion and our
churches.

People are leaving their churches for a multitude of reasons and
this begs some further questions. When people are leaving their
churches, what actually are they leaving? And, where are they going,
if anywhere?

In a recent book, After Evangelicalism, The Path to a New Chris-
tianity, David Gushee asks this question about those leaving their
churches. Are they clear on what they are actually leaving? Do they
know whether they are leaving church, leaving their denominations,
leaving the faith, leaving Jesus, or just leaving?

More importantly, he asks, what will to be their endgame? Will they
end up in another denomination, or as Spiritual-but-not-Religious, or
as agnostic, or just as disillusioned?

Perhaps that question is not so important for the Nones, the Dones,
the Spiritual-but-not-Religious, the Indifferent, and for many of the
Marginalized - but it is for the Angry, for those who feel alienated
from their churches. Where do you go when anger keeps you away
from your family table? Do you search for a more like-minded fam-
ily? Do you give up on finding a family table? Do you just stay home
on a Sunday morning?  Are you okay to go to your deathbed still
angry? Are you content to remain disillusioned?

Leaving church: two questions stare us in the face. Why are more
and more people leaving their churches or simply not going to them?
And, what’s the religious future of those who no longer go to church?
The former is a question for the churches themselves, the latter a
question to ponder for those no longer going to church.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

December 5, 2021
Second Sunday of Advent

First Reading: Baruch 5.1-9
GOd will show your splendour.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 126.1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5, 6 (R. 3)
R. THe Lord has done great things for us;

we are filled with joy.

Second Reading:   Philippians 1.3-6, 8-11
In the day of Christ, may you be pure and blameless.

Gospel: Luke 3.1-6
All flesh shall see the salvation of God.

Sunday’s Liturgy
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By JUNNO AROCHI ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Lasting peace in the world can be achieved
only by responding to the needs of current and future genera-
tions, the Vatican said as it announced the theme Pope Francis
chose for his 2022 World Peace Day message.

"Education, work and dialogue between generations: tools for
building lasting peace" will be the theme for the January 1 com-
memoration and for the message Pope Francis will write for the
occasion, said a Vatican communique published mid-November.

The Vatican said education, work and dialogue are consistently
evolving and that Pope Francis' message will "propose an innova-
tive reading that responds to the needs of current and future times."

The pope's message, the communique said, will be an invitation
"to read the signs of the times with the eyes of faith, so that the
direction of this change awakens new and old questions with which
it is right and necessary to be confronted."

Pope Francis will seek to answer questions about education and
how it contributes to lasting peace, the Vatican said. He will also
address how work can "respond more or less to the vital needs of

Lasting peace in the world needed, says pope

By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — The St. Michael’s Museum Association in
Miramichi was established in 1974.

In 1979, the museum acquired the old presbytery of the first resi-
dent priest of the area, which later became the episcopal residence of
the bishop of northern New Brunswick. The building was transplanted
from the grounds of the old St. Thomas University campus in Chatham,
to its present location beside the St. Michael’s rectory office in
Miramichi.

Thanks to many volunteers, donations, and government grants, the
interior of the building was restored, and the doors of the old rectory
were reopened to the public on June 28, 1981, this time housing St.
Michael’s Museum and Genealogical Centre.

Today, a museum and Catholic bookstore are located within this
historic structure, a true repository of the region’s rich history with
the Church.

One of the unique features of the museum is its Education Room,
which highlights several of the schools and institutions of higher learn-
ing, in which the church has been involved. One of these is St. Michael’s
Academy.

After Bishop James Rogers launched St. Michael’s (male) Acad-
emy in 1861, interest was expressed in the establishment of a parallel
academy for girls.

In 1862 Annie Quinlan taught what came to be referred to as in St.
Michael’s Female Academy, though it was, in actuality, a public school,
at the local Catholic Temperance Hall. As her work was of an exem-
plary nature, in 1871 she aided the Religious Hospitallers of St. Joseph
in establishing a convent school at Chatham.

Thirty pupils were in attendance when classes started on October
2. In July 1873, the pupils put on an exhibition for the governor
general, the Marquess of Dufferin. By 1889, enrolment had grown to
206, and by 1903 it was 230.

An alumni association was formed in 1921, in honour of the acad-

Museum offers interesting glimpse at the faith history
emy’s 50th anniversary. By this time the music department had been
expanded, the domestic science department established, physical edu-
cation included, and a $867 rink built. Many graduates studied educa-

tion and returned to the school to teach; others took up consecrated
life.

In 1969, coinciding with the centennial of the arrival of the sisters
from the Congregation of Notre Dame, the school saw its last gradu-
ation, and subsequently reverted to an elementary school.

St. Michael’s Museum offers an interesting glimpse at the faith
history of the Miramichi region, access to genealogical records, and
plenty of information on education in the Chatham area. Open Tues-
day-Saturday until Christmas, it also offers an assortment of gift ideas
and inspiring texts. For more information, contact 506-778-5152.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

MIRAMICHI — St. Michael’s Acadamy Sbuilding that was in
use from 1902-1919. (St. Michael’s Museum Association photo)

human beings on justice and freedom."
Lastly, the Vatican said the pope's message also will look at the

extent to which generations are in solidarity with each other and
whether governments "succeed in setting a horizon of peace."

The pope's full message for World Peace Day, traditionally re-
leased by the Vatican in mid-December, is sent, through Vatican
diplomats, to the leaders of nations around the world.§CARLETON

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORIUM
337 Lockhart Mill Road Jacksonville NB E7M 3S5

Ph /Fax (506) 328-8430
Funeral Directors

Arthur Smith / Chris McQuade
www.carletonfuneralhome.ca

“Serving All Faiths & within the Means of All”
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By FATHER JOHN R. BARKER, OFM

Reprinted with permission from
St. Anthony Messenger, November, 2021

St. Matthew is the only evangelist who has much to say about St.
Joseph—and he doesn’t tell us much!

We know that he was a carpenter or craftsman and that he was a
descendant of King David. And we know that he was “righteous.”
We know this because, at the time Mary conceived the Messiah,
Joseph was betrothed to her, but not yet living with her. (When a
couple was betrothed, they were considered married, but it was only
some months later that the wife moved in with the husband, and they
began normal married life.)

It was during this in-between time that Joseph learned that Mary
was pregnant. St. Matthew tells us what Joseph did when he heard
the news. His response has much to teach us about what it means to
be righteous.

The importance of righteousness
Catholics don’t seem to use the word righteous much. You rarely

hear us talking about striving to be righteous or admiring someone for
his or her righteousness. Yet Jesus talks about righteousness quite
often. In the Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5:3–12), in fact, he all but
dwells on it: “Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness,” and “Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness.”

Later, Jesus says, “Unless your righteousness surpasses that of the
scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter into the kingdom of heaven”
(Mt 5:20), and “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness”
(Mt 6:33).

So why don’t we talk about righteousness very much? I suspect
it’s because, at least in our American context, the idea of being right-
eous can be seen as a negative. Maybe it’s because we unconsciously
put the word self before it. Who wants to be known as self-right-
eous? Or maybe we associate righteousness with a certain harshness
and fiery zeal, as we see in caricatures of fire and brimstone preach-
ers whose “righteous indignation” renders them inhumane and mer-
ciless.

Whatever the reason, the fact that we seldom talk positively about
righteousness, despite the teaching of much of the Bible and of Jesus
in particular, suggests that we might have a twisted sense of what this
notion is all about. In general saints all hungered and thirsted for right-
eousness.

With the conclusion of Pope Francis’ “Year of St. Joseph” from
December 8, 2020, to December 8, 2021, to mark the 150th anniver-
sary of the declaration of St. Joseph as patron of the universal church,
it’s a good time to take a closer look at what St. Joseph can teach us
about this virtue.

A righteous decision
Matthew tells us what happened when Joseph learned of Mary’s

pregnancy: “Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet
unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly” (Mt
1:19). This one little sentence, which we can so easily pass over, has
a lot to say about what it means to be righteous.

St. Joseph, man of virtue
— Faced with a difficult decision, Joseph teaches us that righteousness means loving both God and neighbour

Now for some technical work: The quote above is one translation
of the Greek, and depending on which Bible you have, you might see
a different translation. Many Bibles have something like, “Joseph her
husband, being righteous, yet not wishing to disgrace her . . . .”

See the difference? Being righteous yet not wanting to expose Mary
to shame suggests that he showed concern for Mary. It tells us that
the desire to protect Mary arose from his desire to be righteous.

For Joseph, righteousness was not just about doing the right thing
(as he understood it at the time), but also about doing it the right way.
In other words, obeying God’s command and being kind to Mary
were not mutually exclusive. Far from it, in fact, since showing com-
passion toward Mary also fulfilled God’s commands.

When Joseph found out that Mary was pregnant, it naturally didn’t
occur to him that Mary remained a virgin and that she had conceived
by the Holy Spirit; he only learned this later from the angel. Like anyone
else, Joseph would have assumed that Mary conceived in the usual way,
and since he knew he wasn’t the father, this meant that she was unfaithful.
This may have been very difficult for Joseph to believe, given what he
knew of Mary’s character, but there it was: the indisputable fact of her
pregnancy. Faced with this, he had to respond.

Loving God and neighbour
According to Jewish law, infidelity during the betrothal period was

considered adultery, and Joseph was required by divine law to di-
vorce Mary, or “send her away.” In making the decision to do this,
Joseph was being righteous and obedient to the will of God. He was,
in other words, fulfilling the commandment to “love the Lord, your
God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind”
(Dt 6:5; Mt 22:37). Jesus would later teach his disciples that obeying
God’s commandments is an expression of righteousness.

While Joseph was required to terminate the betrothal and send Mary
away, he still had a choice to make. He could have made the whole affair
very public, perhaps out of revenge or a strong sense of “justice.” In doing
so, he would not only have exposed her to public shame, but also possibly
to death by stoning (Dt 22:21–24 and Jn 8:4–5). Joseph decided not to do
this. Instead, he wanted to minimize the damage to her as much as possi-
ble by dealing with the situation discreetly.

(continued on page 9)

St. Joseph and the Christ child. (CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring
up for David,” Jeremiah 33:14-15.

SAINT JOHN — This past weekend, November 27-28, marked
the beginning of a new liturgical year with the first Sunday of Advent.
“Advent, from the Latin root which means coming is a time to pre-
pare with great hope for the celebration of Christ’s first coming among
us at Christmas when the Word was made flesh and dwelt among
us,” Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John told
parishioners during his homily on Saturday, November 27 at the Ca-
thedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John.

The origins of Advent are difficult to pinpoint and began similar to
Lent as a period of fasting and penance. It wasn’t until the fourth
century when Christians began to observe a celebratory time of Ad-
vent, in some cases on December 25 and in others on January 6. It
was Pope Gregory VII (1073-85) who solidified the practice of ob-
serving Advent during the four Sundays preceding Christmas
(www.newadvent.org/cathen).

The familiar symbol of the Advent wreath is rich with meaning.
The circle of evergreen represents everlasting life. Candles are lit for
each Sunday of Advent to depict the coming of the light, and the
liturgical colours (purple for weeks 1, 2 and 4, and rose for week 3
for Gaudete Sunday) help to symbolize not only the  expectation and
hope in the Saviour’s first coming into the world, but also in his
second coming as judge at the end of the world (www.catholic.org/
advent).

“The readings are focused on the end times and Jesus’ anticipated
second coming, while also recalling the great anticipation that the
Israelite people experienced while waiting through many centuries
for the coming of their promised Messiah,” Bishop Riesbeck said.
“Advent is a privileged time of conversion and repentance.”

Noting that Advent is also, “a season of hope and expectation as we
commemorate Jesus’ first coming at Christmas over 2000 years ago,
and look forward to his second coming in glory,” Bishop Riesbeck
spoke of how Jesus wants to encounter each person today in a per-
sonal way. “This is a time where God wants to touch hearts; to re-
mind us of the Father’s love and mercy; to give us a sense of his
presence and hope as we face life’s challenges. He wants to give us
peace and joy in the midst of difficulties.”

Advent is not meant to be a season of anxiety, but rather a season
of great anticipation and hope. “We can lose sight of this if we do not
keep our eyes on the Lord, especially during the busy Christmas sea-
son. There is such a strong temptation to focus our attention away
from what is truly important — preparing our hearts to welcome
Jesus more deeply into our lives at Christmas and looking forward
with anticipation to his return in glory,” the bishop said.

While some may get caught in the dark images of the end times,
Bishop Riesbeck reminded parishioners that even this is a sign of
hope. “Despite Jesus’ warnings with all its foreboding images por-
traying the end times, his promise of salvation for those who live for
God and put their trust in him outweighs them all: ‘Your redemption
is at hand’.”

How can preparation of hearts be made to receive Jesus more deeply

Prepare the way of the Lord: Advent begins
this Advent?

“Our best strategy is to live each day as if it were our last,” Bishop
Riesbeck said. “We should strive with God’s grace at every moment,
to remain close to God and always to be at peace with the Lord and
with the people around us, follow the Lord wholeheartedly, grow in
holiness by spending more time in prayer, even throughout the day,
bringing all our fears and anxieties, hopes and desires to the Lord
seeking his consolation and guidance, and performing works of
mercy.”

He also encouraged the faithful to look for opportunities to serve
and spread the joy of the Gospel. “Holiness leads to mission, we
become holy by participating in the mission of the Church,” he said.
“Evangelizing, making disciples of others, being ambassadors of the
Kingdom and bringing people to Jesus. Taking care of the needy in
our midst, all the while preparing not in fear but with an attitude of
hopeful expectation. And when Jesus returns in glory, we will be
ready to greet him with great joy.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com.§
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St. Joseph, man of virtue
(continued from page 7)

Despite what some translations may say,
this act of mercy was not despite Joseph’s
righteousness. It was an expression of it,
every bit as much as was his fidelity to the
command to send Mary away. Joseph knew,
as all good Jews knew, that God commands
that we love our neighbour as ourselves (Lv
19:18; Mt 22:39). Joseph, because he was
righteous, knew that being true to God meant
sending Mary away, but he also knew that
God demands charity. A few years later, St.
Paul would urge the Ephesians to “grow in
every way into him who is the head, Christ,”
precisely by “living the truth in love” (Eph
4:15) it is righteousness.

Being righteous is demanding
It must have been very hard for Joseph to

make the decision to divorce Mary, but given
what he knew at the time, there was no other
course of action. Joseph knew that a right-
eous person does not compromise when it
comes to the will of God, no matter how dif-
ficult fidelity may be. This is why Jesus warns
his disciples that they will be persecuted for

the sake of righteousness (Mt 5:10). This is
why many Jews and Christians have chosen
to be martyred rather than be unfaithful to
God. And this is why many modern-day Chris-
tians have bravely remained faithful in the face
of relentless social pressure to speak or act in
ways that conflict with the Gospels.

Righteousness is often costly, and some-
times that cost involves others. Jesus also
insists, “Whoever loves father or mother more
than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me” (Mt 10:37). As much as Jesus teaches his
disciples that righteousness requires a demand-
ing faithfulness to God, even when it goes against
our natural inclinations, he also teaches that mercy
is demanded of God as well. He insists that “judg-
ment and mercy and fidelity” are all “the weightier
things of the law” (Mt 23:23).

Joseph knew this, too, and so he chose to
send Mary away quietly in the hopes that it
would minimize her pain and possibly save
her life. Joseph realized, as Jesus would one
day teach, that it is blessed to be merciful
because it is God’s will that we show as much
mercy as we can even when we must do

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Monday morning,
November 29, 2021, Michael Crate, Com-
munity Outreach worker for the Salvation
Army in Saint John, was busy making final
preparations for the grand re-opening of Hope
Café, an outreach ministry of the Salvation
Army.

It was a joyful day for Mr. Crate, who was

Filling the gaps: Hope Café re-opens in Waterloo Village
tasked with resurrecting this program after
Covid restrictions forced its shutting down
more than a year ago.

Currently through various ministries from
a number of religious denominations (includ-
ing Romero House, Outflow, and Pizza and
Prayer), the vulnerable in Uptown Saint John
have access to lunch and supper most days
of the week. However not much is offered
for breakfast. Hope Café is an attempt to fill
this gap and provide people with healthy op-

tions to begin their day.
Relying completely on donations and the

help of volunteers, Mr. Crate sets up the Sal-
vation Army’s mobile unit in the Salvation
Army parking lot at 27 Prince Edward Street
in Saint John. He serves coffee brewed in his
office, and food donated by local businesses.
He has also purchased fresh fruit, which is a
favourite among those he serves.

As the first clients wander over, Mr. Crate
cheerfully greets them. He knows many of
them by name and addresses them with a
friendly smile and warm greeting.

Community and friendship are important
aspects of this ministry, and Mr. Crate hopes
that Hope Café will not only be a place for
people to grab a bite to eat, but where they
will also find a listening ear and friendship.

Hope Café will be running Monday-Friday
from 9:00 am-12:00 pm in the parking lot and
will be re-opening as an indoor café begin-
ning on January 10, 2022.  For more infor-
mation on how you can help (including to
donate or to volunteer) please email
michael.crate@salvationarmy.ca or call 506-
608-4539.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com.§

SAINT JOHN — Michael Crate has re-opened Hope Cafe in the Waterloo VIllage of
Saint John. (Natasha Mazerollel photo)

something very difficult. This is God’s way,
and so it must be ours too: “Be merciful, just
as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36).

In this one brief statement about Joseph,
who decided to send Mary away without dis-
gracing her, we find the essence of what it
means to be righteous. It turns out that right-
eousness, far from being a cold, calculating
devotion to justice, is a warm, faithful virtue
that always seeks merciful justice and just
mercy.

As we celebrate the saints who have shown
us God’s holiness in so many ways, may we be
especially grateful to St. Joseph, the righteous
man, whose example encourages us to seek al-
ways to “live the truth in love” (Eph 4:15).

John R. Barker, OFM, is a Franciscan friar
with the Province of St. John the Baptist. After
teaching Old Testament for several years at
Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, he
now offers retreats and  workshops through-
out the United States on Scripture and
Franciscan spirituality. He is the author of
Disputed Temple: A Rhetorical Analysis of
the Book of Haggai (Fortress Press).§
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(continued from page 4)
The ongoing value of that approach must be trusted enough to

welcome "the contributions of the contemporary humanistic tradition
and that of other cultures," the pope said. "I am thinking, for example,
of the holistic vision of Asian cultures, in a search for inner harmony
and harmony with creation. Or the solidarity of African cultures, to
overcome the excessive individualism typical of Western culture. The
anthropology of Latin American peoples is also important, with its
lively sense of family and celebration; and also the cultures of indig-
enous peoples all over the planet."

The key is not to give up a traditional Christian vision of the human
person, and especially the essential element of being created by God and
for a relationship with God, he said, but learning how to integrate those
other visions of what it means to be human into the European vision.

"Now more than ever," Pope Francis said, "the world needs to
rediscover the meaning and value of the human being in relation to the
challenges we face."§

Can't ignore new questions about meaning of life

Pope encourages young people to be the critical conscience of society
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis told young people that, with Jesus,
people can find the courage to swim against the current, to be free and
authentic, and to stand up for their dreams and ideals of truth, love, justice
and peace.

"Be the critical conscience of society. Don't be afraid to criticize. We
need your criticism," he said, citing for example, the disapproval coming
from many young people about environmental destruction. "Be passionate
about truth, so that, with your dreams, you can say, 'My life is not captive
to the mindset of the world. I am free, because I reign with Jesus for
justice, love and peace!'"

Celebrating Mass on the feast of Christ the King in St. Peter's Basilica
November 21, the pope directed much of his homily to the world's young
people. This was the first year that the world's dioceses were celebrating
World Youth Day on the local level on the feast of Christ the King rather
than on Palm Sunday. Pope Francis had announced the change last year.

As the church begins its journey toward the next intercontinental cel-
ebration of World Youth Day in Lisbon in 2023, the pope asked that young
people to reflect on the image in the day's Gospel reading of Jesus standing
before Pontius Pilate and declaring, "I am a king."

"We are struck by Jesus' determination, his courage, his supreme free-
dom," the pope said, because he could have tried to defend himself or
compromise to avoid being condemned to death.

Instead, Jesus did not hide his identity and he took responsibility for his
own life and for his mission to testify to the truth, he said.

Jesus came without duplicity to show his kingdom is different from the
kingdoms of the world," the pope said. "God does not reign to increase his
power and to crush others; he does not reign by force of arms. His is the
kingdom of love," a kingdom of people who give their lives for the salva-
tion of others.

Pope Francis encouraged young people to let Jesus' freedom "resonate
within us, to challenge us, to awaken in us the courage born of truth." He
encouraged everyone to look for and face the truth about themselves:
what they are ashamed of, the ways they may be deceitful or duplicitous
and the ways they displease God.

"It is good to stand before Jesus, who is truth, in order to be set free
from our illusions," to see life as it really is, "and not be deceived by the
fashions of the moment and the displays of consumerism that dazzle but
also deaden," he said.

Pope Francis urged young people not to be "enchanted by the sirens of
the world, but to take our lives in hand, to 'take a bite out of life,' in order
to live it to the full!"

With the freedom of Jesus "we find the courage we need to swim
against the current," which is "not
the daily temptation to swim against
other people, like those perpetual
victims and conspiracy theorists
who are always casting blame on
others," he said. It is going against
"the unhealthy current of our own
selfishness, closed-mindedness and
rigidity that often seeks like-minded
groups to survive."

One swims against the tide "so
as to become more like Jesus. For
he teaches us to meet evil only with

the mild and lowly force of good. Without shortcuts, without deceit, with-
out duplicity," the pope said.

"Our world, beset by so many evils, does not need any more ambigu-
ous compromises, people who move back and forth like the tide — wher-
ever the wind blows them, wherever their own interests take them — or
swing to the right or left, depending on what is most convenient, those
who 'sit on the fence,'" he said.

"You have been entrusted with an exciting but also challenging task: to
stand tall while everything around us seems to be collapsing; to be senti-
nels prepared to see the light in night visions; to be builders amid the ruins;
to be capable of dreaming," the pope told young people.

He thanked them for working courageously "to make your dreams
come true," to make the world more beautiful, humane and fraternal, to
heal the wounds of God's creation, to protect the dignity of the vulnerable
and to spread the spirit of solidarity and sharing.

"Thank you above all, because in a world that thinks only of present
gain, that tends to stifle grand ideals, you have not lost the ability to dream!
This helps us adults, and the church as well," which also needs to dream
and be filled with youthful enthusiasm to be witnesses of the God who is
always young, he said.

In his greetings after the noonday prayer, he said he hoped all young
people around the world can feel they are an integral part of the church
and active protagonists in its mission.

"And do not forget that to reign is to serve," he said. §
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OBITUARIES

LOGAN, GERALDINE THERESA — It is with broken hearts that the
family of Geraldine Theresa Logan, loving wife of the late James A. Logan,
announce her passing on November 5, 2021 at Bobby’s Hospice with her
family by her side. Born on May 6, 1930, in Saint John, NB, she was a
daughter of the late Clara (Kyle) and James Tobias.

Geraldine will be lovingly remembered by her sons, David (Donna) of
Saint John, Gerald (Priscilla) of Bloomfield and Donald (Marilyn) of Wil-
low Grove; daughter, Karen Conwell (Dwight) of Quispamsis; brothers,
Richard Tobias (Ann) of Petticodiac and Donald Tobias (Lynn) of Hamp-
ton; sisters, Shirley Nash, Donna Whitney (Marven) both of Saint John
and Carmel Richard (Harvey) of Sarnia, ON.; grandchildren, Heather (Dave),
Gregory (Paige), Angela (Brent), Jeffery who resides in Ireland, Jason
(Shannon), Jennifer, Sandi (Ben) and Jacqueline (Evan); step-grandson,
Chris Conwell; great-grandchildren, Sydney, Kate, Anna, Chloe, Ciara,
Jordan, Justin, Samantha, Carson,  Hanna, Connor, Mason, Xander, Ella
and James; step-granddaughters, Kaila and Becca; as well as several nieces,
nephews and extended family.

In addition to her parents and husband, James, Geraldine was prede-
ceased by her two sisters, Doreen and Barbara; brother-in-law, William
Nash; nephews, Paul and Ron Nash; niece, Jean Nash; as well as her
special friend, Anna Marie Opray.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial took place on from Holy
Redeemer Parish (St.Pius X) Saint John. Interment in St. Joseph’s Cem-
etery, Saint John.

BASTARAHCE, WILLIAM D. — William D. Bastarache husband of
Joan Marie (Burns) passed away peacefully on Saturday, November 6,
2021 at the Saint John Regional surrounded by his loved ones. Bill was
born September 23, 1933 in Saint John, NB to the late Vital and Elmire
(Desroches) Bastarache.

Bill is survived by his wife Joan of 65 years, son Jamie (Jean) Bastarache,
daughters; Joanne Bastarache- Haines, Cathy Bastarache, and Carolyn
Olinskie (Kerry), several grandchildren, great grandchildren and great-great
grandchildren, and numerous nieces and nephews.

Bill is predeceased by his parents, brothers; Alfred, Arthur, Henry, Abel,
Ernest, Eugene, Lester, Daniel, and Walter, sisters; Helena, Viola, Anita,
Gladys, and Barbara.

He rested at Castle Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial
was held from Our Lady of Assumption Catholic Church, Saint John.
Interment followed in Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.

BREEN, WALTER JAMES — Walter James Breen passed away peace-
fully on November 8, 2021, at the Saint John Regional Hospital, after
several years battling Prostate Cancer. He was born on April 30,1949 to the
late John E. Breen and Mary E. Breen (Shannon).

Walter is survived by his siblings: Margaret Titus, Ann Burns, Gary
(Michele), Ronald, Terrance, Judy Donovan (his sister and caregiver for
the last several months) and Mark Breen; sisters-in law: Audrey Breen and
Helen –Surette Breen; brother-in-law, Donald Landry: his friends Steven
Dempster and wife, Heather, Valerie and Colleen O’Leary, Gloria Moore,
Dawn Dow and numerous nieces, nephews, great nieces and nephews.
In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by his siblings: Elaine Marie,
Patrick, Charles, Geraldine Goakery, John E, Rose Mary Landry (Donald)
and Malcolm (Helen).

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John.  A Funeral Liturgy took place in the Brenan’s Funeral Home Chapel.
Interment followed in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

GORMAN, JOHN JOSEPH ROBERT — It is with an appreciation for
a life well lived, we announce the passing of the John Joseph Robert
Gorman, on Thursday, November 11, 2021, at the Saint John Regional
Hospital.  Born in New York City, he was the son of the late John and
Bridie (Grennan) Gorman, who were both born in Ireland and migrated to
New York City.

He is survived by one sister, Bridget Lydia; nephew, Mark J. Lydia, and
niece, Kristine Lydia, all of New York City; lifelong friend Jim Matthews;
along with several cousins.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John.  A Funeral Liturgy took placve in the Brenan’s Funeral Home Chapel.
Interment to take place in Gate of Heaven Cemetery in New York  at a later
date.

JAMES, PAUL MARTIN — It is with sadness the James’s mark the
passing of Paul Martin James, husband of the late Margaret “Peggy”
(O’Connor) James, on Wednesday morning, November 10, 2021, in
his home of 30 years. Born in Saint John on June 21, 1944, he was a
son of the late John “Jack” W. James and Mary Ellen “Girlie” (Hanley)
James.

Paul is survived by his sons, Emlyn James (Angela) of Jacksonville,
FL and Francis James (Keltie Darrah) of Saint John; grandsons:
JohnMarko, Paris, and Spyro; and brother, Billy James (Brenda).

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. An outdoor public service was held at St. Peter’s Ballfield, Saint
John. Burial followed at Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Saint John.

ASBRIDGE, LOIS KATHLEEN — It is with heavy hearts that we
announce the passing of Lois (O’Brien) Asbridge, wife of the late Robert
Asbridge, on Saturday, November 13, 2021, at the Loch Lomond Villa.
Born on May 31, 1938, Lois was a daughter of the late John R. and Mary
(Elward) O’Brien.

Lois will be missed by her children: Brenda Williston (Kevin) and Rich-
ard Asbridge (Heather); granddaughter, Ashley Asbridge; brother, Donald
O’Brien of Manitoba; sister, Barbara Slattery of Petitcodiac; sisters-in-law,
Evelyn Isbill of Midland and Betty Ewing of Nova Scotia; special nephew,
Ted Asbridge; and several other nieces and nephews.

Besides her parents, she was predeceased by brothers, Barry and Jack;
and sisters, Mary and Jean.

Arrangements are under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.
Graveside prayers took place in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.
8
BURNS, ALICE ISABELLE — It is with great sadness the family of
Alice Isabelle “Bella” Burns wish to announce her passing on Sunday,
November 14, 2021 at Rocmaura Nursing Home. Born in Sunny Corner,
N.B. in 1926, Bella was a daughter of the late Clarence and Elizabeth
(Dupuis) Burns.

Bella is survived by 5 sisters; Margaret Daoust, of Beamsville, Ont, Rita
Murdock, of Hamilton, Ont, Patsy Munro, of Hamilton, Ont, Arlene (Dave)
Bryce, of Hamilton, Jackie Burns, of Hamilton, Ont., and several nieces
and nephews.

Bella was predeceased by her parents, four sisters, Theresa, Anna, Kay,
Carmel, and five brothers, Henry Burns, John Louis Burns, John Frederick
Burns, Vincent Burns, Danny Burns, and Clarence “Jr” Burns.

She rested at Castle Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian
Burial took place at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint
John. Interment took place in St. Thomas Cemetery, Redbank, NB. §
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ROTHESAY — On November 3, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John celebrated the Sacrament of
Confirmation at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in Rothesay. Front row (l to r) Emilie Yang Poirier, Kayla McLean, Greg Abbate,
Quinn Singleton, Michael Hindle, Bishop Riesbeck, Matthew Keefe, Gregor Gallagher,  Nora Gallagher and Jada Hector. Back
row (l to r) Marcos McLean, Chantal Munro, Sophie Price, Gracie Burley, Thomas Giddings, Ian Ross, Brooke Mackin and John
Macfarland. (Submitted photo)

Familiar ribbon-colors of the season: three purple and one rose,
with a fifth color for the courageous young woman, Mary,
mother of Jesus, chosen out of the House of David and her
feast,  December 8, The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
(S. Jacquard photo)

By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — With Advent coming during an ongoing pandemic,
Christians are called to hold on to hope and foster a season of compassion
and tenderness, Pope Francis said.

During Advent this year, too, "its lights will be dimmed by the conse-
quences of the pandemic, which still weighs heavily on our time," he said

Advent during pandemic remains a season of compassion, pope says
in late November. "All the more reason why we are called to question
ourselves and not to lose hope."

"The feast of the birth of Christ is not out of tune with the trial we are
going through because it is the quintessential feast of compassion, the
feast of tenderness. Its beauty is humble and full of human warmth," the
pope said during an audience with organizers and participants in a Christ-
mas music contest. The contest was proposed and promoted by the Pon-
tifical Foundation Gravissimum Educationis and Don Bosco Valdocco
Missions association, based in Turin.

The contest invited people between the ages of 16 and 35 to produce
new songs inspired by Christmas and its values: life, love, peace and light.
Contestants were competing in three categories: lyrics, music and inter-
pretation, and the best three pieces will be performed during the 2021
edition of the annual Christmas concert at the Vatican.

The pope thanked the groups who came up with the idea for the con-
test, "which gives voice to the young, inviting them to create new songs
inspired by Christmas and its values."

"The beauty of Christmas shines through in the sharing of small ges-
tures of genuine love. It is not alienating, it is not superficial, it is not
evasive," he said.

The beauty of Christmas "expands the heart, opening it up to gratuitous-
ness — gratuitousness, a word artists understand well! — to the giving of
self," and it can also foster cultural, social and educational life and activi-
ties, he added.

Pope Francis quoted what St. Paul VI told artists during Advent in 1965:
"This world in which we live needs beauty in order not to sink into de-
spair." It must not be the false beauty "made of appearances and earthly
riches, which are hollow and a generator of emptiness," Pope Francis
said. It must be the real beauty "of a God made flesh, the one of faces —
the beauty of faces, the beauty of stories" and the beauty of "creatures that
make up our common home."

He thanked the young people, artists and other participants "for not
forgetting to be custodians of this beauty that the nativity of the Lord
makes shine in every daily gesture of love, sharing and service."§


